
The Barnstable School Committee met on Monday, May 21, 2018, in the Barnstable High School Senior Cafeteria for a 
School Committee Workshop.  Present were Chair Chris Joyce, Vice Chair Stephanie Ellis and Committee members 
Patrick Murphy, Barbara Dunn and Mike Judge.  Also present were Meg Mayo-Brown, Kristen Harmon, Gareth Markwell, 
David Kanyock, Patrick Clark, Mike Lambros, Barbara Gleason, Jeremy Shea, Brooke Styche, Sara Gibson, Tim Pillsbury, 
Mike Sireci, Trish Tucker, Beth Anderson, and Liz Hanchuruck . 
 

Mr. Joyce called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 

 Ms. Styche stated since the beginning of the school year, she has been receiving complaints from her members 
about health and safety issues such as mold, water issues, and sicknesses.  She worked with MTA and Sara Gibson.  
Mr. Sireci came in and did air quality testing and swab samples. It was determined a Health and Safety Committee 
was needed. They started meeting in February trying to work through the issues that people have brought up. They 
wanted to let the School Committee know what they have been doing and what their concerns are.  They would like 
to have one of the School Committee members sit on their Committee as well.   

 Mr. Sireci, MTA representative, stated he is a licensed asbestos inspector.  For the MTA he goes into building and 
does assessments.  He did two assessments in October and has the January 9th report that looked at the 
environmental concerns.  He discussed the report including the background, the assessments he took, the specific 
rooms, the instruments used, air samples, swab samples, findings, moisture reading in the rooms and the 
recommendations he made at the end of the report.  He had photos of where samples were taken and lab results.  
He found carbon dioxide around 800 part per million and that is slightly elevated.  The mold samples in several 
rooms had elevated levels including rooms 1206, 1407, 1406, 1409, 1506, and 2723.  The swab samples had high 
levels in the music, 1103, 1505, 1506, and 1515 rooms.  Air samples were normal except in 1205.  The moisture level 
was high in rooms 1203 and 1406 and at a normal level in room 1505.  14 air quality data samples were taken and 9 
locations were elevated.  Five swabs were taken and all had mold.   

 Mr. Murphy asked if the mold readings were all surface molds.  Mr. Sireci stated yes. 

 Mr. Murphy asked if this was seasonal.  Mr. Sireci stated yes.  In August there will be more moisture and therefor 
more mold. 

 Mr. Murphy asked Mr. Sireci how many of these tests he does in MA.  Mr. Sireci stated he has done 10 this year.   

 Mr. Sireci stated he did a survey of the employees.  There was an 83% response rate at BHS.  There are symptom 
and environmental concerns including temperature, stuffy air, odor, and dust and dirt. He discussed the results and 
comments.  He met with Mr. Kanyock about the issues. 

 Ms.  Anderson stated the Committee had a survey to be filled out as well.  She created a spreadsheet based on the 
results. She is about halfway finished with all the rooms in the building. 

 Ms. Hanchuruck stated rooms are changing and new issues come up or change.  Room 1506 had roof leaks.  The 
fixes that happened this year led to no more leaking.  While teaching at the end of the year, she lost her voice by the 
end of the day and this has increased over the past years.  She spoke about various aliments she has had this year.  
She has concerns about the HVAC and dust in building.  

 Ms. Gleason spoke about a report she did.  She spoke about mold, HVAC issues, moldy ceiling tiles, and the gym with 
water coming down the walls.  She spoke about her health issues. 

 Mr. Murphy asked about the square footage and the number of custodians in the building.  Kanyock stated 44,000 
square feet with 12 custodians.   

 Mr. Kanyock stated his department has been working on the issues since they were brought to our attention.  He 
gave the list of items they have done to address the issues.  The leaks have been fixed and or will be fixed. The issues 
are with capital and manpower.  The custodians in the building are working hard and doing the best they can.   

 Mr. Murphy asked about the HVAC unit project. Mr. Kanyock stated the three above the library are being done this 
summer.  Next summer, he will ask for appropriation for the 1400s. 

 Mr. Kanyock stated the kiln for pottery is an issue.  As far as air quality, the elementary school ventilators are 60 
years old, so those were serviced first. 

 Mr. Joyce asked Mr. Kanyock what his process was if he gets a work order about a leaky ceiling.  Mr. Knayock stated 
the plumber tries to determine where the water is coming from.  

 Mr. Joyce asked what the district spends per square foot.  Mr. Kanyock stated before he stated $ .34 and now $.68.  
The average in the state is $1. Before he started, there was not an emphasis put on preventative maintenance.  We 
can’t solve all the issues today.   



 Ms. Styche stated manpower is a problem.   

 Mr. Murphy believes it is in the contract that the School can bring in an outside company for deep cleaning.  It might 
be something to look into.  Mr. Kanyock stated the high school is short staffed regarding custodians and everyone 
knows it.   

 Mr. Clark stated we also need to look at what is being brought into the classroom with projects including plant life, 
aquariums, cardboard projects, etc.  

 Mr. Kanyock stated this summer they are taking up tile in some of the problem areas .   

 Barbara stated that we should get the Town Council and Mark Ells involved in getting more money.  Mike Judge said 
there was a comment made by the Town Council that the 60/40 split should be looked at because they thought the 
60% was high for the school. 

 Ms. Styche stated she works with all the schools when they have these issues.  Teachers want to feel that they are 
being heard and there is a plan going forward.   

 Ms. Hanchuruck mentioned a 2014 Air Quality Report that had some of these same problems as today.  It has been 
four years and the issues are still here.  She didn’t know about the report or why it happened.  Mr. Kanyock stated 
the Superintendent requested the report for all the schools.  

 Ms. Gibson had two requests, first that a School Committee member attends the next BTA Safety meeting and 
Barnstable looks into Tools for Schools which is a program put together by the EPA.  Mr. Joyce stated and and Mr. 
Judge will attend the June 11th meeting.  He suggested reconvening this group at the October Workshop. 

 Ms. Ellis agrees that there is work to be done.  She thanked Ms. Gleason for being candid with her health issues.  She 
works in the health field and symptoms can by subjective.    

 Ms. Styche stated clean buildings are a top priority.  The Schools need the manpower to clean the buildings when 
students are not there. 

 Ms. Dunn stated her two comments are on prioritizing the issues to be fixed and the next steps after this meeting. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:44 PM. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
  
 
 

Jen Kruczek 
Executive Assistant 

 


